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" Presumably his collapse was due to strain and overwork.
That day he had lunched in great haste, and had been sub-
jected to all sorts of worries in connection with the resignation
of Baron Holstcin and other matters* . , . A lady well known
in society spread the report that Billow had had a stroke and
that his days were numbered. . . ."
A few weeks later the Prince had completely recovered
and resumed his duties.
At the end of March, 1908, the Chancellor came to Vienna
for a conference with the Bmperor Francis Joseph, the Heir
Apparent, and Aehrcnthal. 1 should greatly have liked to
call upon him, A suggestion to this effect received the
following reply from his Adlalns:
IMPERIAL GERMAN EMBASSY,
METTERNICHGASSE 3,
VIENNA,
zyth March, 1905.
MY BEAR HERR MUNZ,
Instructed by the Imperial Chancellor, Prince
Billow, I have the honour to inform you that in view of
the excessive shortness of his visit and the exceptionally
heavy claims upon his time, he very deeply regrets that lie
will be unable to see you here on this occasion*
His Excellency hopes, however, that you will visit him
sometime in Berlin or Venice.
Your obedient servant,
VON FLOTOW.
As I learned shortly afterwards this brief visit to Vienna
was crammed full with important discussions.
The greatest difficulty was with the Heir to the Throne*
He threw in the Chancellor's teeth his desire to re-establish
the Triple Alliance, the significance of which had become
very doubtful in view of Italy's attitude, in preference to the
old Three Emperor Alliance, whereas Francis Joseph would
have been content with the restoration of the entente with
Russia on Balkan questions.
During this visit Billow made the acquaintance of the
Duchess of Hohenberg, whom he liked very much* At a